
Community Topic:                         

Disproportionality in Texas  

A Publication of Morning Star Missionary Baptist Church 

2251 El Paso, Grand Prairie, TX 75051  
Website: www.morningstar-baptist.org/YouthPage.htm 

Email: youth@morningstar-baptist.org 
Phone 927-647-1445 

Rev. Christopher L. 

Taylor, Iï Pastor 

April   2010 

Volume 2      Issue 4 

Youth Department  
Mission:  

Making Disciples of Jesus 
Christ...Together!   

Purpose:  To help assist the 
youth of MSMBC in their 

relationship with Christ and 
what that looks like               

in their lives. 

The Youth Depart-
ment Ministry has a 
charge from Pastor 

Taylor to  R-E from A
-Z.  From Re-

Affirmation of Godõs 
plan to Re-Zion Godõs 
positioning Morning 

Star to its highest 
point.  As Pastor Tay-

lor emphasizes his 
continuing vision of 
building a Church fo-
cused on ministry, the 
Youth Department 

humbly follows. 

Following the Vision:  

The Year of  ñREò 

Classroom Classroom   

InformationInformation   

3yrs & under:  (Sun.) 

Sis. Ebony Hall & Sis. 

Jennifer Clewis     

4 & 5:  (Sun.) Sis. Jan 

Hall, Sis. Tina, Sis. Kitty 

Marbles (Wed.) Sis. Aki-

lah Love 

6 - 8:  (Sun.) Sis. Judy 

Holland , Sis. Glenda Stu-

wart (Wed.) Sis. Delores 

Humphrey & Sis. Gail 

Hall  

9 - 12:  (Sun.) Sis. Freddie 

Jones & Sis. Adrienne 

Siggers (Wed.), Sis. Eb-

ony Hall 

13 - 18:  (Sun.) Girls to 

Women: Sis. Bronzie 

Richmond Boys to Men:  

Sis. Sheila Timmons, Bro. 

Fred Tony Hall (Wed) 

Rev. Darnell Robinson  

 When he had finished washing their 

feet, he put on his clothes and returned 

to his place. ñDo you understand what I 

have done for you?ò he asked them.  

ñYou call me óTeacherô and óLordô and 

rightly so, for that is what I am.  Now 

that I, your Lord and Teacher, have 

 

Words of wisdom from  

Rev. Darnell Robinson 

ñA leader can never 

become a leader until he 

has learned to be a ser-

vant.ò 

Parent Corner:  The Purpose of Discipline 
(American Humane Association) 

    As part of their natural development, children some-
times challenge or test parental and adult expectations 
and authority.  Sometimes, children simply choose to 
misbehave in order to gin something (e.g., attention, an 
object, power, peer approval).  This is a significant part 
of the growth process of children, yet it should not be 
without consequence.  Discipline is how children learn 
right from wrong, acceptable from un acceptable. 
    Parental or adult discipline or children should be de-
signed to help children engage better with others and to 
modify or control their behavior.  Providing appropriate 
discipline to children is one of the most essential respon-
sibilities of a parent.  Also, providing consistent and 
positive discipline helps children grow into responsible 
adults. 
    According to the Committee for Children (2004), the 
purpose of discipline is ñto encourage moral, physical, 
and intellectual development and a sense of responsibil-
ity in children.  Ultimately, older children will do the right 
thing, not because they fear external reprisal, but be-
cause they have internalized a standard initially pre-
sented by parents and other caretakers.  In learning to 
rely on their own resources rather than parents, children 
gain self-confidence and a positive self-image.ò 

Disproportionality is the overrepresentation of a 

particular race or cultural group in a program or 

system.  For African American children in Child 

Protective Services, it means they make up a lar-

ger percentage of cases than their percentage in 

the general population.  Disproportionality has 

existed for many, many years throughout the 

United States.  It exists in different programs like 

CPS, special education services, juvenile services, 

and the criminal justice system.  More African 

Americans are in those programs than their per-

centage of the general population, both in Texas  

and the United States.  Did you know?  African 

American children in Texas: 

¶ are referred to Child Protective Services 

(CPS) more than others, 

¶ are most likely to be reported as victims 

of child abuse or neglect, 

¶ are more likely to be removed from their 

homes, 

¶ spend a lot more time in foster care and 

other kinds of substitute care, 

¶ are less likely to be returned to their fami-

lies, 

¶ wait longer to be adopted than children of 

other races, and 

¶ age out before being adopted or placed in 

a permanent placement. 

What is the Texas Department of Family and Pro-

tective Services doing about disproportionality?  

Texas is at the head of other states when it comes 

to figuring out how to cope with disparities.   Leg-

islation has laid the groundwork for change in CPS 

in Texas.  Texas has: 

¶   studied information related to 

child removals and other enforcement           

actions,                                                          

¶ reviewed policies and procedures  

¶ throughout Texas,  

¶ developed plans to find solutions 

to unequal treatment, 

(continued on back) 



¶ improved staff and management training, 

¶ developed partnerships with community 

groups and organizations, 

¶ hired more employees of different races 

and cultures, and  

¶ improved methods to recruit targeted 

foster and adoptive families. 

There are many ways people can contribute their 

time and talents to this effort. We invite you to 

contact your Regional Disproportionality Special-

ist, Maxine Jones-Robinson at (214) 467-5238 or 

Maxine.Jones-Robinson@dfps.state.tx.us for 

more information.  Remember, April is Child 

Abuse Prevention Month. 

Elijah Arthur Mapp is 

the 2nd born son of 

Damon and Desire 

Mapp on April 3, 

2008.  Born in Mans-

field, TX Elijah was 

dedicated to Christ   

by Pastor Taylor at 

MSMBC.  He is an  

engaging boy who al-

ways has a smile on his face.  Elijah attends 

Koinonia Kids Child Care Preschool and loves 

playing with his brothers and church friends.  In the News: 

Time to Harvest Youth Conference: 

The youth traveled to Waco during the 

month of March to attend Truett Semi-

naryôs Annual Youth Conference where 

they learned some fundamental concepts 

of working together as a team. 

 
Brea Cumby and Marcel Scruggs 

battle for leadership.  The final win-

ner was Youth President Marcel 

Scruggs. 

________________ 
Girls to Women will begin a series enti-

tled, ñGirlôs Circleò the 3rd Sunday in 

April.  If you have a daughter between the 

ages of 13 and 18, we encourage you to 

involve them in this spiritual journey of 

self confidence and personal growth. 

All Girls Conference: Are You Ready to 

Serve?  Pre-teen & teen girls will be at-

tending the All Girls Conference on Sat., 

April 24th @ 8:00-1:30pm hosted by 

United Christian Fellowship in Arlington 

where Rev. Charles Effiom is the pastor.  

All announcements and updates for April are  

posted on the MSMBC Bulletin board located  

in the WF Drake Fellowship Hall. 

        Regular Youth 

    Church Schedule 

1st, 3rd, 4th & 5th      

Sundays Youth Church 

begins at 10:30 am in 

the W.F. Drake              

Fellowship  Hall. 

2nd Sundays are Youth 

Sundays during 8 am 

and 10:30 am services.  

The youth do not have          

Youth Church. 

Youth   Ministries             

Opportunities      

Contacts: 

* Youth Choir:  Bro. Tim 

Keys and Sis. Shelvett 

Waldon 

* Youth Usher: Sis.  

Dorothy and Bro. John 

Scruggs 

* Youth Deacon:  Bro. 

Chuck Timmons 

* Praise Teams:  Sis. 

Contenia  Johnson 

Happy Birth-
 Shelby Taylor 
           2nd 

Darnell Robinson, Jr.                  5th 

Dariyon                

Nash    14th             

                
 Kailonie Jackson 

                
               14th 

ñYouth Encouragementò   The month of June is 

Youth Recognition and we encourage ALL of our youth 
to have perfect attendance, good study habits & citizen-
ship.  We pray that you stay focused on ALL that you do 
in school. 

Attention Parents:  Please place your childôs 

information in the Youth Office to be selected 

for our monthly Youth Highlight.  We want 

information on your childôs participation in 

band, sports, school activities and community 

involvement.  Thank You! 

Christian Cartoon  

Bible Trivia 
Where are these scriptures found? 

1.  Jesus wept.  2.  There is no one righteous, not even 
one.  3.  They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run 
and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.  4.  
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.  5.  For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 6.  A man reaps what he sows.  
7. Let my people go, so that they may worship me. 

1. John 11:35  2. Romans 13:10  3. Isaiah 40:31b   
4. Psalm 23:1  5.  Romans 6:23  6. Galatians 6:7  7.Exodus 8:1  

Youth Highlight: 
Elijah Mapp 
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